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Ministry of Economic Development (MED)

MED’s responsibilities include policy relating to the protection of intellectual property. The MED IP Policy 

team promotes New Zealand’s interests in IP issues in the international arena such as World Intellectual 

Property Organization (WIPO) meetings and free trade negotiations.

Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand (IPONZ)

IPONZ is a business unit of the Ministry of Economic Development. IPONZ is responsible for maintaining 

the New Zealand Patent, Trade Mark, Design and Patent Attorney Registers. Key activities IPONZ is 

involved in include: examining new applications, recording changes in ownership and licence agreements, 

publishing the official Journal, and managing registrability hearings. IPONZ also manages the New Zealand 

Plant Variety Rights Office and acts as a Receiving Office for Patent Co-operation Treaty (PCT) International 

applications on behalf of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

The IPONZ website includes: search engines and searching guides for retrieving information from the 

New Zealand IP Registers; general information about IP assets and online resources developed for New 

Zealand teachers and students.

Government 

0508 4 IPONZ 

(0508 447 669)

 

info@iponz.govt.nz
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Copyright Council of New Zealand

The Copyright Council of New Zealand is a not-for-profit incorporated society that represents the interests of 

New Zealand copyright creators and owners. It is also associated with Copyright Licensing Limited, the 

licensing body for book publishers and authors. 

Copyright Council of New Zealand  

Check out the online resources for New Zealand copyright owners and users. 

Recording Industry Association of New Zealand (RIANZ)

RIANZ is a not-for-profit organisation that represents the rights and interests of major and independent 

record producers, distributors and recording artists in New Zealand. RIANZ acts as an advocate for the 

recording industry.

Check out both the RIANZ website for composers, performers, and teachers; and the  

Love Music website for news, competitions and information from the record companies, 

artists and music providers in New Zealand.

Interest Groups
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New Zealand Federation Against Copyright Theft

NZFA©T is the education and movie piracy investigation and enforcement arm representing  

the Motion Picture Association in New Zealand. 

Check out both the NZFACT and Stop Piracy in New Zealand  

websites for the latest news and educational resources. 

0800 COPYRIGHT (0800 267 974)
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Printed works
Book Publishers Association of New Zealand Inc (BPANZ): represents book publishers and 

distributors in New Zealand.

New Zealand Society of Authors (NZSA): represents New Zealand writers and illustrators in  

New Zealand and internationally. 

New Zealand Writers Guild: represents scriptwriters working for radio, television, film and theatre in 

New Zealand. 

Photographic works
Advertising and Illustrative Photographers Association (AIPA): represents professional 

photographers working in advertising, editorial and illustrative areas. 

New Zealand Institute of Professional Photography (IPP): represents professional photographers 

and allied industries operating in a wide range of photographic and related disciplines. 
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Motion Picture Distributors Association of New Zealand (MPDA): represents major 

international film studios and the distribution of their motion pictures. 

New Zealand Film Commission: represents film investors through sale and marketing of  

New Zealand films. 

New Zealand Television Broadcasters Council: represents the non-competitive interests 

of the free-to-air television networks. 

Screen Directors Guild of New Zealand: represents the interests of New Zealand film and 

television directors. 

Screen Producers and Directors Association (SPADA): represents New Zealand film and 

television producers and directors.

Video Association of New Zealand: represents major international producers and 

distributors of motion pictures in video format.

09 376 4480 or fax 09 360 1135

Film and video works

TABLE OF CONTENTS

http://www.mpda.org.nz
http://www.nzfilm.co.nz/
http://www.nztbc.co.nz/
http://www.sdgnz.co.nz/
http://www.spada.co.nz/


WHO TO CONTACT

Government

Interest groups

Licensing agencies

I

III

V

IV

VI

VII

II

Who to contact

Creative Directions | 42 

IV

IV
In New Zealand, there are a number of agencies who deal with copyright licensing. 

These agencies are authorised by the copyright owner(s) to grant licences for use  

of their creative work.

Printed works
Copyright Licensing Limited (CLL): represents book publishers and authors from New Zealand 

and overseas, providing licences for copying from printed copyright works. 

Film and video works
Screenrights – The Audio-Visual Copyright Society: represents the interests of film and 

television directors.

Visual arts
Viscopy: is the only visual artists’ copyright agency in the Australia Pacific region.

Licensing agencies
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Musical works
Australasian Mechanical Copyright Owners Society Ltd (AMCOS): an association of music 

publishers that administers the reproduction rights of copyright music. 

Australasian Performing Right Association (APRA): an association of composers, lyricists and 

their publishers that administer the public performance and broadcast rights of copyright music. 

Phonographic Performance New Zealand Ltd (PPNZ): an association of recording artists and 

recorded music owners (e.g. record labels) that administer the public performance and broadcast rights of 

copyright recorded music.

Recording Industry Association of New Zealand (RIANZ): represents major and independent 

record producers, distributors and recording artists throughout New Zealand 
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There is currently no central public performance licensing mechanism in New Zealand for screening films 

or DVDs. If you want to get permission to publicly screen a movie, you’ll need to contact the company that 

has the distribution rights for that film. 

Here is a list of New Zealand contact numbers for the large motion picture studios and film distributors: 

Public screenings of film or video

United International Pictures 

Tel (09) 379-6269 

Twentieth Century Fox 

Tel (09) 309-0955 

Roadshow Film Distributors 

Tel (09) 820-8880 

Roadshow Entertainment (NZ) Ltd 

Tel (09) 820-8800

Walt Disney Studios 

Tel (09) 302-7566 

Columbia Tristar (NZ) Ltd 

Tel (09) 366-9499 

Warner Bros Video Ltd 

Tel (09) 379-2964 

Universal Pictures Video 

Tel (09) 375-774

Please call NZFACT on 0800 267 974 if 

you have problems tracking down the 

studio copyright owner.
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