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     Course Statement 2006
Aims

Students should be able to:

1. develop an understanding and critical awareness of the media studied.

2. develop an appreciation of the role of the media in our society and to investigate the ways in which it influences our perceptions of our culture and of the world.

3. develop production skills in some media types, particularly in digital video and/or radio production.

4. develop skills as perceptive readers and viewers of mass media.

5. develop media literary skills to enable students to discuss media issues.

To achieve these aims, students will develop control over the processes associated with using and responding to Media language in a purposeful and effective way. Students will also examine various aspects of the mass media, which include reading, writing, speaking, listening, recording, viewing, presenting, assessing and researching skills as used in film, television and video and radio production.
Course Content

This course is an introduction to media studies and is based around the six key concepts of media education developed by the British Film Institute (BFI):

· Media Audiences

· Media Technologies

· Media Agencies/Ownership/Institutions

· Media Languages/Narrative/Mediation

· Media Categories (genre)

· Media Representation

and 28 credits from :

· Level 1 English Visual Language unit standards
· Level 2 Media Studies unit standards
· Level 2 Film and Electronic Media (FaEM) unit standards
The course will cover the above Unit Standards (see separate chart) preparing students for internal assessments (US 8810, 15118, 10353, 10198, and 7472). There will be no external assessments (Examination) but there will be an internal examination (Term 4) based on work covered in three unit standards (US 12415, 10314 and 7468).
Students will read, view and listen to a wide variety of texts and extracts; write and produce in both formal and creative styles; and view and present visual and dramatic material. The course is an introduction to media studies with emphasis on producing both a radio and video media product. In addition a number of unit standards will focus students on thinking critically and analytically across various media and media categories, exploring media language and processing information from the mediums of film, television and radio. 
Year 11 Media Studies will cover the following topics during the year:

· Introduction to Media Studies – terms and concepts.

· Read an inclusive range of visual texts and record the reading experience (US 8810 2 credits): – Over the course of the year students will view at least five films (from two different genres), and view at least one film poster, DVD cover or magazine cover, and record details of the visual texts and personal responses in a log format.
· Investigate radio conventions by producing a radio programme (US 7472 4 credits): – students will undertake a number of production tasks within a team (no more than two members); investigate and use conventions appropriate to a radio genre and survey the target audience for its response to the programme.
i) Students will design and produce a 30 min radio programme (continuity show) to be broadcast on Plains FM (96.9 FM) early Term 2. Students will learn about the elements of radio at the pre-production and production stages.

· Demonstrate knowledge of the history of film and television in New Zealand (US 10314 3 credits) – students will demonstrate a knowledge of the history of film and television in NZ, looking at films and television prior to and since 1975. This will be assessed via an internal examination in Term 4.
· Describe the history of a genre and explore its present role in society (US 7468 4 credits) – students will undertake a genre study. This year students will focus on Teen movies. In this unit of work students will trace the history of the teen genre and its codes/conventions, and explore the interrelationship between the genre its audience and society. The following movies will be used  in this study:

· Rebel Without a Cause (1955)

· To Sir With Love (1967)

· The Breakfast Club (1985)

· Heathers (1989)

· Clueless (1995)

· Mean Girls! (2004)

· Donnie Darko

· Elephant

· Explore language and think critically about moving images (US 12415 
3 credits) – students will study at least two film texts (taken from the students study of the ‘teen genre’) focusing on the main ideas and there significance to the texts, visual and verbal language features used, and the way the films are organised (treatment of time, etc).

·  Demonstrate Knowledge of film and television camera shots (US 15118 

2 credits) – students will learn about standard camera shots, angles, movements and mountings in preparation for their video production.
· Shoot material for a sequence with a video camera (US 10353 5 credits) – students will learn how to maintain a domestic video camera, compose shots and shoot raw footage.
i) Students will undertake the video production during Term 3.  Students will design and produce a 2-5 min music video or news report. Students will learn how to prepare, shoot their short films on a DV camera.
NB: For both radio and video production students will receive hands on training and listen to and view the work of other students.
· Edit Video (US 10198 5 credits) – students will produce a paper edit, and edit material (using computers) and complete a finished product.
NB: For both radio and video production students will receive hands on training and listen to and view the work of other students.
This course will prepare students for assessment against NCEA, Level 2, Achievement Standards in Media Studies.

Assessment tasks will be both formative, for learning and development, and summative for credit in national qualifications (see table at the end of this booklet).

Students will be expected to attend class regularly, hand in all assignments on time and be present at all assessments.

Compassionate consideration

The following is school policy:
· A student who is unavoidably absent from a qualifications assessment or unable to meet a scheduled submission date may apply for a compassionate consideration.

· Compassionate consideration will only be given in exceptional or emergency situations.

· A student applying for compassionate consideration will complete a pink compassionate consideration form and return it to there Head of Level, (Ms Lynch), within one week of the assessment or due date.

· The compassionate consideration form must accompanied by a medical certificate or a detailed letter of explanation of (non-medical) circumstances from a parent.
· The outcome of an explanation for compassionate consideration may be one of:

- an extension of time, if there is partially completed work

- a further assessment opportunity

- an assessment of achievement based on alternative evidence where it exists

- an application is denied
It is essential that students who miss an NCEA Internal Assessment follow the correct procedure as set out above.

Appeal Procedures

Any queries about assessment decisions should be made to the class teacher when the task is handed back. Formal appeals should be made within a school week of the results being received. Any dispute over the grade for an Achievement Standard will be investigated by Mr Lay and Mr Joel or by the NZQA liaison teacher (Principals’ Nominee), Ms Lynch
Authentication of student work

All assignments completed must be the student’s own work and a declaration of authenticity must be signed and attached to the assignment.
Verification of internally assessed results

At the end of the year the student will be asked to sign a record sheet to verify her internally assessed Achievement Standards before the results are transferred to NZQA.

Tracking Sheet

Included in this handout is a tracking sheet for you to record your results.

Student Work

Student work handed in for assessment will be retained for the year by the class teacher. This includes all Level 1 and 2 Unit Standards, and all completed short film and radio production assessments.
Internal Assessment Conditions

Level 1 and 2 Unit Standards will be completed either in class time (over 3-4 periods) or set as homework assignments over a specified time frame (ranging from 2 weeks to one term, particularly for radio and video productions).These assessments will be checked regularly, and all will require draft versions to be signed off by the class teacher before the final version will be accepted.

NB 1.
You should retain all draft versions of an assessment in order to confirm authenticity of your work.
2. In regard to short film and radio production assessments, you work will be checked and signed off at each stage of the production process. A statement of originality and authenticity must be signed. Students may be asked questions on their work if originality is in doubt.

3. It is hope that your short film and radio production will be exhibited in public (e.g. School or public film screenings, film competitions, or air-time on local community access stations (e.g. Plains FM)).

Marking, Moderation and Assurance
All Unit Standards will be assessed by your media teacher and at times during the year specific Unit Standards will be moderated and assured externally by NZQA.
Prior to assessments in all Level 1 and 2 Media Studies Unit Standards, students will have been shown detailed exemplars that show levels of achievement which have been agreed on, nationally.
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Mark Sheet
(Level 1 and 2 Unit Standards)
Name…………………………………Form……Teacher…......

Internal Unit Standards

Unit Standard 7472 (version 3) 
Investigate radio conventions by producing a radio programme




(4 Credits)

Formative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 12415 (version 3) Explore language and think critically about moving images 





(3 Credits)
(3 Credits)

Summative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 8810 (version 3): Read an inclusive range of visual texts and record the reading experience


 
(2 Credits)

Summative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 10314 (version 3): Demonstrate knowledge of the history of film and television in NZ



(3 Credits) 

Summative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 15118 (version 2): Demonstrate knowledge of film and television camera shots 





(3 Credits)

Summative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 10353 (version 3): Shoot material for a sequence with a video camera 






(5 Credits)

Formative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 10198 (version 3): Edit Video

 (5 Credits)

Formative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit Standard 7468 (version 3): Describe the history of a genre and explore its present role in society



(4 Credits)

Formative:

	Activity
	Comment
	N
	A

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Summative Assessment Details

Unit Standards for Media Studies 121 
	Name of Unit

Standard

	Credit Value
	Internal/

External
	When
	How long
	Summative Assessment

	12415 (version 3) 

Explore language and think critically about moving images


	3

(level 1)

English Visual Language
	Internal
	Term 4
	1 Hour
	

	8810 (version 3)

Read and inclusive range of visual texts and record the reading experience
	2

(level 1)

English Visual Language
	Internal
	Whole year
	
	

	10314 (version 3)
Demonstrate knowledge of the history of film and television in NZ
	3

(level 2)

FaEM
	Internal
	Term 4
	1 Hour 
	

	15118 (version 2)
Demonstrate knowledge of film and television camera shots
	2

(level 2)

FaEM
	Internal
	Term 2


	1 Hour
	

	10353 (version 3)
Shoot material for a sequence with a video camera
	5

(level 2)

FaEM
	Internal
	Term 3
	One term
	

	10198 (version 3)
Edit Video


	5

(level 2)

FaEM
	Internal
	Term 3
	3-4 weeks
	

	7472 (version 3)
Investigate radio conventions by producing a radio programme
	4

(level 2)

Media Studies
	Internal
	Term 1
	1 Term
	

	7468 (version 3)
Describe the history of a genre and explore its present role in society
	4

(level 2)

Media Studies
	Internal
	Term 2 and 3
	1 Hour
	


FaEM = Film and Electronic Media

Note: Every effort will be made to keep to the above assessment dates, however some assessment dates may change. Adequate notice of this will be provided in advance of the specific assessment.

N
Standard not yet achieved

A
Standard Achieved

Total number of internal credits achieved ________________[image: image1.png]



