“Polish” and “Integration” in a Moving Image Text
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he following judgments contribute towards the ‘polish’ or ‘integration’ of a media text. For polish to be awarded (and thus merit), a text should be meeting many of these judgements. For ‘integration’ to be awarded (and thus excellence), a text should consistently be meeting these judgements. 


· Technical competence includes 

· Composition is effective- consider framing, angle, balance, depth, line

· Camera movement is controlled- tripod shots are wobble-free; moving camera shots are well controlled within the limits of the technology used; handheld action is of an appropriate ‘feel’ depending on audience/ purpose.

· Shot coverage is excellent to allow cutaways, inserts and close-ups of important action. Dramatic sequences are shot from a number of angles/ shot sizes.

· Heads and tails are recorded to allow the complete action to be shot and make editing easier.

· ‘The line’ is not crossed without good reason.

· Focus and exposure are controlled to good effect. 

· Sufficient ‘takes’ are recorded to allow wide choice in editing (4-5 good takes is reasonable)

· Sound is recorded at a good level with minimal noise or background interference.

· Production design (props, setting, locations) is effective in communicating appropriate ideas to audience.

· Editing shows control which might mean variation in pace and shot size.

· Editing follows continuity style unless jump-cut or ‘MTV’ style is more appropriate for purpose/ audience.

· Cuts and transitions are consistently well timed and effective.

· Performance is convincing.

· Special effects are applied in an appropriate and effective way.

Fulfil intended purpose- challenge, entertain, intrigue etc


Hold the audience’s attention


Have clear ideas


Show an understanding of genre and conventions


Have a coherent structure


Show some creativity or originality


Show technical competence
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