“Polish” and “Integration” in a Print Text
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he following judgments contribute towards the ‘polish’ or ‘integration’ of a media text. For polish to be awarded (and thus merit), a text should be meeting many of these judgements. For ‘integration’ to be awarded  (and thus excellence), a text should consistently be meeting these judgements.             

Specifically a polished piece will be marked by the following:

· intros and endings have impact

· stories have a coherent structure with effective links between the parts

· a context is established that draws the issue or person into the world of the reader

· a clear sense of purpose where theme/s is established

· language is appropriate; clear, usually formal, precise

· a sophisticated technique including control of tone, use of imagery to enhance character, place or action, an extensive vocabulary, a range of sentence structures; other features such as irony, humour, may be used

· opinion and fact are clearly differentiated

· a wide range of appropriate sources is used. NB even in a profile story the writer has sought the opinion of an expert (for example) and has not just relied on student comment.

· quotation is accurate whether direct or paraphrased and is skilfully integrated into the story

· a range of styles are used; eg use is made of narrative and/or description as well as explanation and quotation

· common style conventions are adhered to such as use of honorifics, numbers, capitalisation, abbreviations, punctuation

· spelling is accurate

· very few if any mechanical errors
Design and Layout

 

Specifically a polished Design and Layout will be marked by the following:

· heading has impact and suits story and page design

· the elements of page 1, headline, standfirst, dominant graphic are integrated, hook the reader and indicate an important focus of the story

· white space is used effectively and helps avoid a cluttered look

· text conforms with presentation requirements eg size, font, leading, paragraphing, alignment

· alignment of columns is precise

· effective use is made of liftout quotes; vox pops, sidebars, captions, cartoons, illustrations etc may be used to enhance meaning, provide variety and assist readability

· graphics reinforce story and enhance design

· photographs are sized and cropped to fit the page and the story

· a creative use of text or graphics is often present eg use of text wrap, arrangement of photos, symmetry
Overall a polished piece has design and layout features that enhance readability. Text and graphics are integrated and there is a clean tidy look to the pages. There is evidence of technical competence  [e.g. Pagemaker] and there will be design features that help hook the reader.





Overall the story is convincing and fluent. It enlightens and entertains. It engages the reader through both content and style.








