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‘CLOSE READING SEMINAR’ Background

Rationale

Media teachers Tom Hunter, from Karamu High School, Hastings, and Louise MacFarlane from Colenso High School, Napier, describe how and why they developed these resource materials.

Justification - Why a seminar?
Media Literacy is the desired outcome of this unit. Current definitions of media literacy suggest that individuals who are media literate have the ability to read and critically evaluate media, as well as the ability to produce media texts.

Close reading is a core skill in media analysis and practice
A seminar in the delivery of assessment of Level 2 Achievement Standard 90277 Close read unfamiliar media text, became viable when the assessment criteria explanatory notes altered in the Level 2 assessment review in 2005.  “Unfamiliar” was now deemed to be texts or extracts not studied in class, as opposed to previously unseen. 
This modification meant that the real purpose of the standard (to allow students to show understanding of the language of a medium) could be more easily and accurately assessed.

This task was designed for analysis of a scene from a film or television show as the vast majority of schools assessing this standard focus on film or television as the medium being studied. 

Film is a construction and nothing is accidental. We read aural and visual cues to make sense of film.
The seminar as a tool for judging evidence has a number of benefits to accurately assess students’ knowledge and understanding:
a) It means that students can choose a text that they feel will allow them to successfully meet the standard’s criteria.
b) It is easy to model responses in class through teacher-led and student-centred activities.

c) It means that the focus is taken away from students’ written ability and accuracy of written expression. Students may choose to use written notes, however.

d) Perhaps most importantly, teachers can elicit answers during the seminars, by way of open questioning, to help students display evidence of understanding. This alleviates the problem of students missing out because they fail to display knowledge that they may well have, through simply failing to recognise that certain information is required to meet the standard.
e) The assessment allows for instant grading and feedback.

f) The initial activity, schedule and student responses have successfully been moderated by the Ministry in 2005.
“Make sure the clips are not too long – Five minutes is plenty – students should dig deep and focus on details…”
Tom Hunter (Teacher)
If your class is large then you may need to spread the assessment over three or four weeks. It could be necessary to start another standard – in case your seminar presenters fall through – and to make sure your audience is still engaged.

It might pay to do this whilst in pre- production and students are involved in various preparatory activities at home.
If you are a larger department with more than one teacher, consider peer-marking.

You will need to film a range of seminars as samples for moderation – and to use as bench mark exemplars for the class the next year.

Prior knowledge
For students to understand subject content and achieve their learning goals, students need to know the relevant vocabulary, including specialised words and terms; and how the use of these features create meaning in media texts. 
Use the prior knowledge test designed to check the students’ knowledge before they start the course. Students can add to it as they go or attempt it a number of times as their knowledge increases

The process of selecting the scene and preparing for the seminar is vitally important.

See Handout 19 – The assessment activity process.
Links and resources

Exams moderation report

Go to:

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/assessment/search.do?query=media+studies&view=achievements&level=02
It is most important to look carefully at the current (and past) moderation reports for 90277 – they give valuable assessment advice

Resources

Possible films to use:

Avondale Dogs and O Tamaiti on the Serious Shorts video compilation, available through Visual Learning 

http://www.vislearn.co.nz
Other New Zealand short film compilations available from:

http://name.org.nz  (Short Reels DVD)

and 

http://www.loop.co.nz/loopshop/ (compilation DVDs with short films, music videos and music)
Website link

Film terminology

http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/
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