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‘UP UP AND AWAY’ Background
Rationale

Western Springs College, Auckland, media teachers Jane Hall and Meg Freeman describe how and why they developed these resource materials.
Junior media is a wonderful way to start early introducing concepts so that students are prepared for senior media.  

“I see junior media as a holistic formative experience for senior media. Students get the opportunity to become familiar with concepts and also make mistakes when achievement standards aren’t at stake.” Jane Hall – teacher. 

Media is taught at every year level at my school.  Junior media is taught in the Arts option line, year 9 for one term and year 10 two terms.  Students cover the basics in media language and are introduced to genre, narrative and production.  We aim for every student to use the cameras for every module.  
Our year 9 module introduces students to basic media concepts and explores television genres such as sitcoms and reality TV.  Students also get the chance to film a short ad.  Within the year 10 programme, each term has a particular focus.  As well as this module they complete a study of animation.  They look at different animation techniques such as CGI, claymation and cell animation.  They finish the module producing their own animation.  
We also offer a year 11 course based on unit standards from subjects such as English, Art History, Sociology and Media Studies.

Student retention level is high from junior media to senior media and both their skill and confidence levels benefit.  They have an understanding of standards based assessment and are comfortable working in group situations. 

Building an awareness of concepts such as genre and narrative help students gain confidence and expertise at a formative level.  Within this module students gain a basic understanding of genre and narrative.  For example students learn that each genre has conventions and codes.  This process introduces them to language and terms associated with genre and narrative and they begin to learn how to identify conventions and create their own.   

Having an opportunity to use equipment, plan, play and make mistakes allows students to develop the skills needed for practical work at senior level.  Students can reflect by recording parts of the process that worked and also learn from their mistakes, without the high pressure of achievement standards at stake.  They also experience how to negotiate working within a group to create their film. 

This module has been trialled by other teachers and also used with student teachers.
Teacher comment:

“The superhero genre study reinforces theoretical elements around genre. Students were then able to understand why they should use standard patterns of codes and conventions in their own production; Handout 13 - Fairy tales (with genres on the side!) They were also able to understand the impact on audience if they deviated from the convention and what response this would cause to the reading of their production.

I found that I was able to hand this module to a student teacher and they could use the structure to develop their own understanding of genre and teach the students. After the student teacher finished I easily picked the teaching of the module up again.”  Nici Green – teacher.

Prior Learning
Students are given a survey at the beginning of the module to establish prior knowledge.  See handout ‘Prior Knowledge Survey’.

It is expected that students have prior knowledge of shots and angles.  There are a lot of helpful websites and activities on the internet.  For example:

Film Language: Learning Media Exploring Language: Visual Language pages 209-217 

Or check the production area on the tki media studies community for links to information about film techniques
http://www.tki.org.nz/r/media_studies/different_aspects/production_e.php
Links and Recommended Resources
DVDs:

· Spider-man (2002)

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider-Man 
· Sky High (2005)

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sky_High_%282005_film%29 
· Larger Than Life from Short Reels, NAME New Zealand Short Film DVD available from  http://www.name.org.nz
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