What’s the best editing software to use? 

Archive posts from Media Studies forum

Responses from Media Teachers NZ (Media Cluster)

and notes from Mark Grimes (Edtech) about SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE

Hi there

We use Adobe Premier Pro 1.5 and we find it to fulfil all skill-levels. Those at ground zero do just basic cuts and transitions and those will real skill have the scope to take it to professional level.

Cheers

Althea (Orewa College)

Hi,

We are using Adobe Premier Pro Version 1.5 and Sony digital cameras. I'd buy version two now if I had a choice. Some really good films coming together - with great feedback from industry people last year...used simon@dvt.co.nz to talk us through purchase of equipment and selection of products to use. Educational copies are reasonably priced.

Good luck, I am happy to chat more if you need.

Jo Wordsworth

St Kentigern College

Hi Sue,

There are a lot of great PC editing software out there. Movie Maker is fine with Windows, but Adobe Premier Elements is slightly better, and provides more audio and movie tracks. Adobe Premier is even better, but takes a bit of time for Year 12/13 students to get up and running.

Sad to hear that Apples are off the menu, they are great with Bootcamp (especially update), and are price competitive, especially the Ed iMac - intel ($1500).

Good luck,

Rob

Hello Sue, we edit with Adobe Premiere Pro. It is expensive but with a school license not so bad. It is industry standard and not too difficult to use.

Rachel Renner

Hello Sue

It is good to be moving on from MM.

There are different levels of complexity in editing software. If we take MM as the baseline then going upwards into more versatile software:

Avid Free – download and its free. www.avid.com Still basic but a better starting point than MM

Ulead Studio 10 We had a demo of this at the NAME day on Saturday and it did show that Ulead have made a big advance from when I last used it and gave it away. Can be downloaded as a 30 day trial from Ulead. There are two versions but you will want to get the more advanced version which allows you to have multiple video and audio tracks. The basic version is two of each.

Pinnacle Studio 10 – used by some schools and some don’t have any trouble with it. Others curse and complain loudly. On the web forums this line of software through its various versions has consistently had complaints about bugs crashes etc and there are always fix it downloads coming out. My suggestion is don’t go that way.

Magix Edit Pro 10 /11 German software, not easy to get in NZ but has an Australian agent or can be downloaded. We currently have this as our basic edit software. It has 16 tracks which can be audio or video. Makes good audio recording editing software as well. The more you dig into this programme the more facilities you fine. I think it is well worth using in the classroom. We have edited a number of competition entries on this as won prizes as well. I did come across an Intermediate school using this as well. www.magix.com

Adobe Premier Elements 2 At present I have a sample of this on my laptop to play around with. I think it is more difficult to learn than Magix but does most if not all that students would need. Would fit quite well into the classroom context and it can be obtained in a package along with Photoshop Elements 4 which not only does still picture work but can be used to extend Premier Elements.

There are a variety of other programmes around.Some folk overseas speak highly of Sony Vagas (high end) and the have a cut down version available in NZ. Most other cheaper programmes rarely appear on the local market eg Editstudio etc.

High end and more expensive software includes Adobe Premier Pro 2 which can be got in bundles along with several other handy Adobe programmes.

You local Nelson magazine shop (down a side street off Trafalgar – could be Hardy St (east)? ) could well have issues of a couple of UK video user/produce magazines which often carry cover discs with limited trial versions of most of the above programmes should you want to play around but not wait for downloads.

Hope this helps

Gordon Lawrence

at the conference they said Ulead was great and cheap and for use on PC.

go to ulead.com

I use Adobe Premiere Pro 2 and I have found it really really good this year. For the first time our films have worked out and the year12 horror films are great.

Hope this helps.

Louise Ryan

We had a name day at the weekend and it seemed that u-lead was the most popular. The guy from edtech was good. You really need to make sure you have the minimum specs on your computers to run the software.

good luck

Milton Henry

We've been using Studio Pinnacle for three years, and on the whole find it good. It is consumer software (not professional), so does have some limitations - some flashy FX they can't do. But on the upside, your average kid can get a result with it really easily - it's a quick one to learn.

Richard James

Cashmere High

Video Editing (notes from a talk given by Mark Grimes from Edtech at the NAME Day Oct 2006

What you need to get started:

• Hardware

• PC with P4 2.66 Ghz or Above with 1Gb of Memory

• firewire card (IEEE1394) or an i/eMac (Apple)

• Digital Video Camera and Tripod

• Canon mv900i, Sony, JVC, Avoid DVD Cameras

Software

• Free options – iMovie HD for the Mac

• MovieMaker 2.0 for Windows XP

• Other Software – Ulead Video Studio 10

• Pinnacle DV Studio 9.0

More Advanced Software

• Final Cut Pro 3.0 (Mac)

• Ulead Media Studio Pro Director’s Cut

• Media Studio Pro 7

• Adobe Premiere

Mark Grimes (he's Auckland based - but I'm sure he'd put you in contact with your local person)

www.edtech.co.nz/showcase

markg@edtech.co.nz

09 913 4353

021 632 408

Hi

I use only macs but we have found you need to make sure the students don't save onto the network as it kills the network...it can't cope with the size of the files. We get them to use the same computer each time and save onto the hard drive of the computer, under shared ...they have to log on and then only they can access it on that particular machine. Our IT guy set it up.

We also have a big external harddrive that we can use to take all the work off...we try to save a copy after they have initially downloaded in case there is a crash and then can save the final files for moderation and burning.

I know other schools with Pcs that do the external hard drive thing as well.

I know this is general, but I am sure others can give more specific advice

Cheers

Josephine

__________________

J Maplesden

Hamilton Girls High

Media does really matter

We use stand alone PCs plus one Mac. Students can start editing on any edit station (ie PC) but have to stay on that one for that edit job.

Each PC has a C drive 100gig and a E Drive of 160gig so a lot of storage can take place on each PC. We also have a external 160 gig HD to help out if need be. Although the students don't know, we also have the two most popular and most reliable PCs networked together although since the E drives went in this has not been used.

We have investigated networking a room full of PCs for editing but the storage required on a suitable server was very big and expensive to get the best unit.

Before you comit to Ulead - which we have take out of use- try Magix edit pro 11 which you should find in your local Harvey Normans. I think it is the best of the lower end software packages. We have used older versions for years.

Premier Elements also has possiblities although I have only tried V2 Version 3 is now out. However although I have worked on V2 to give it a good trial, I still prefer Magix.

Gordon

One further coment regarding storage. As an approximate figure - 5 minutes of stored video (in .avi format) takes 1 gig of HDD

therefore 20 minutes of video needs 4 Gig space before any editing and redering is done.

Rosehill College in Papakura Auckland uses Ulead on a pc system.

When it was set up we put two extra harddrives into the computer for storage and then kept the c:drive free for running space. This system worked and we had enough space. The down side was that students were restricted to working on one computer.

Goodluck

Jasmine

FREE EDITING

We only make films at Year 13 and structure it so that they're finishing all of their films at the moment and wrapping them up in the next few weeks.

Our school is not exactly forthcoming with funds but I've found a wee loop hole around it that is both legal, practical and for the better part ethical - well i think so anyway.

If you're PC based, you can download 30 day free trials of a lot of Adobe software that is industry standard. Programs like Premiere Pro and Premiere Elements work perfectly well for 30 days which is a soild enough time to edit a film.

If it's authoring software, then Adobe Encore DVD is great and also has a free 30 day trial that covers the whole final wrap up quit nicely.

We have the benefit of being a laptop school so it's not really an issue when it comes to the 30 days running out, but if you're using work-stations then it becomes trickier.

Anyway I'm not an Adobe rep or anything but this is a really cheap easy way to solve a resourcing or budgeting issue.

Ian Thomas

If you go to this link, you will be able to read about and get to download the free AVID video editing software.

It is on the same or similar level to iMovie and MS Movie Maker2

Worth looking at.

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ict/software/avidfree-dv_e.php

Gordon

Take the storage advice to heart. Also the adding of seperate drives -one for running the software and the other for storing projects. Stand alone machines are also a must.

Milton
