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Aotea College Media Studies 


Journal of Current Events
This activity assesses:

Unit:
  
10818 (Version 2) Demonstrate knowledge of current events for journalism

Element:
1  Demonstrate knowledge of thirty major national and international figures in the news over the past year
Element:
2 Describe the context for twenty of the major national and international news events of the past year 

Element:
3 Identify and describe ten major ongoing national and international issues

Level:

2

Credits:

4
Conditions:
This activity will be completed both in class time and for homework. You will record you responses in journal form.
INSTRUCTIONS
Task 1:


a. Over the next three terms you are to collect clippings for your journal from newspapers and the Internet to demonstrate your knowledge of 30 major national and international figures in the news this year. A major figure is someone who is easily recognisable and known to most people.

You will need to make sure you cover the following:


A gender balance. You should have a mixture of male and female figures. At least 5 males and/or 5 females of the thirty.


Different categories. You must have at least 5 from each of the following categories; general news, sports, politics, popular culture (eg. singers, actors), human interest (Shrek the sheep, Richard Branson).


Both national and international. You must have at least 10 national and 10 international figures 


b. You must describe their role (eg. politician, pop-star) and the reason why they are in the news.

1.1 Met ______

Task 2:

a. Over the next three terms you are to collect for your journal, clippings of 10 major national and 10 major international news events. 
A major news event is something that makes the headlines, is in the news over a period of time and is heard about by most people. Some examples of major news events could be Grand Prix racing, Rapstar shot, local election. 
You must select at least 2 events from the categories listed in task 1 

b. You must describe the context for each event and why it is in the news.
2.1 Met ______
Task 3:
a. At the end of term 3 you will identify 10 major ongoing national or international issues. These will either be from your work in task 2 or from new issues that have since arisen in the media. Ongoing means something that continues to be in the media over a number of weeks or months. Some examples of an issue could be the war in Iraq or the continued increase in national house prices. 

b. You must describe the context for each issue and why it continues to be in the media

3.1 Met _____
WARNING! This standard requires you demonstrate your knowledge over the whole year, not just the week before it is due…which means you must meet the checkpoints throughout the year and keep up-to-date.
Checkpoints: fill in the grid below at the beginning of the year

	Checkpoint
	Date
	Work to be completed

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


Assessment Schedule – 10818 Level 2 Unit standard 4 Credits
Demonstrate knowledge of current events for journalism (Level 2)
	Tasks 
	Element 
	Evidence
(The answers or performance expected from the students) 
	Judgement
(A statement that defines the standard to be achieved) 
	Std Met 

	1a&b
	1.1 
	See student exemplar for model answer 
	Thirty major national and international figures are identified, their roles are described, and a situation in which each is in the news is described 
	  

	2a&b 
	2.1 
	See student exemplar for model answer 
	Twenty major national and international news events are identified, the context for each event is described and their newsworthiness explained 
	  

	3a&b 
	3.1 
	See student exemplar for model answer
	Ten major ongoing national and international issues are identified and described, and their newsworthiness explained 
	  


