Unit Standard 10818  Current events for journalism  - Student Exemplar
Element 1 Unit Standard 10818 

1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of thirty major national and international figures in the news over the past year. 

THIRTY major national and international figures are identified. Their roles are described, and a situation in which each in  the news is described. 

Element 2 Unit Standard 10818 

2.1 Demonstrate knowledge of twenty of the major national and international news events of the past year. 

TWENTY major national and international news events are identified, the context for each event is described and their newsworthiness explained.

Element 3 Unit Standard 10818 

3.1 Identify and describe 10 major ongoing national and international stories. 

TEN major ongoing national and international issues are identified and described, and their newsworthiness explained
Exemplar Answer – partial answer only

	1.1

Identify major figure


	Describe role of major figure
	Describe a situation in which the figure is in the news

	National
	
	

	Trevor Mallard

	Cabinet Minister for Labour party
	He is in the news because he punched Tau Henare in Parliament for a personal comment he made. 

	International
	
	

	George Bush


	President of USA
	Bush yet again says something out of turn. He is accused of inciting violence in Cuba against its communist government with a speech that urged Cubans to push for democratic change

	2.1

Identify major news event
	Describe the context for the event
	Why it is in the news (newsworthiness)

	National
	
	

	‘Terrorists’ arrested
	17 people were arrested in anti-terrorism raids all around the country, including well known activist Tama Iti
	Newsworthy because NZ public shocked as details were revealed of military style camps, training people in weapons us and bombs

	International
	
	

	Fires in California
	Around 9000 fire fighters fought to control fires in Southern California, which led to 500,000 people being evacuated
	Newsworthy because it has caused $US1billion plus damage and affected so many people, including some NZers living there. Also, it is the largest evacuation in Californian history

	3.1

Identify major issue in news
	Describe the ongoing issue
	Why it continues to be in the news (newsworthiness)

	National
	
	

	Booming housing market affecting Inflation – mortgage interest rates
	High house prices and sales have been pushing inflation up. The government has been trying to stop it rising by raising interest rates
	Newsworthy because anyone with a mortgage will be affected by rising interest rates as they will have to pay more for their mortgage

	International
	
	

	War in Iraq
	Even though UN troops still present to bring peace, bombings still occurring and more civilians are being killed by fighting and air strikes
	Newsworthy because NZ and other UN nations still have troops in Iraq. Also, civilians on both sides are constantly being killed which has people calling for troops to pull out so fighting can stop. Also, because of war oil prices are rising sharply


