A scholarship critical thinking glossary – words/phrases that might be helpful when giving feedback to scholarship candidates

Evaluate 

Judge, choose, justify, interpret, conclude, compare, appraise

Critically analyse

To look at all sides of the issue and after forming the arguments to come up with a statement taking a stand, point of view or side and be able to defend the stand based on the reasoned argument

A critical analysis could include beliefs and assumptions, creative thinking, analysis and evaluation, planning for action and/or reflection.

Drawing conclusions and ramifications

· Express personal opinions linked to appropriate evidence

· Identify patterns or trends and making predictions

· Suggesting solutions or conflicting evidence that recognize diverse views

· Suggest limitations and strengths

· Discuss validity, currency and bias of information

· Make generalisations from examples

Insight/Perception

· Personal conclusions , understanding, appreciation 

· Discussion of the significance and/or relevance of the points made in analysis. (Evaluation)
· Fresh ideas , Original thought
Synthesis/Integration

An ability to see the ‘big’ picture. Connect and combine, have an overarching view 
Questions to ask :

What if?

What might happen because of …  or if one element was changed?  

So What?

What is the relevance or implication?

What views might different parties have of this issue?

What alternatives are there?


How Effective is..?

Feedback words:

Elaborate, Evaluate, Clarify, Be consistent, Predict, Justify, 

