Handy Hints for Filming Vox Pops

vox populi =the voice of the people

Vox pops are a series of short interview ‘grabs’ (or excerpts) edited together from random public response to the same questions on the same topic. Here are some hints to make sure your vox pops look professional.

( A wide range of interviewees will provide you with varied answers. However, you may choose to interview a targeted age or gender if you want similar responses.

(  The topic or questions can be established in a voiceover before the vox pops  - often a voice over isn’t necessary as the vox pops are self-explanatory

(  The interviewer can appear on camera during the vox pops in order to establish the question(s)/topic for the audience. It’s not compulsory to see the interviewer but it can be done in the following ways if absolutely necessary:

· A ‘piece to camera’ before the vox pops

· Being shown asking a question of an interviewee. Avoid showing the interviewer ask the same question more than once – It’s repetitive and unnecessary!

(  Plan your question(s) ahead of time and practice asking them

(  Begin your set of questions with a lead in statement. “People are saying that the Avondale College Ball will be the best one of the season What do you think the ball will be like?”

(  Avoid questions that encourage a yes/no answer (think of Who/When/What/Why/Where/How questions)

(  Don’t ask two–part questions - too tricky to make sense of when editing 

Filming your vox pops

(  Use mcu or cu. Allow headroom.
· Position them to the side of the frame (looking room) but allow room for eyeline – we should be able to see both the interviewee’s eyes. This can be achieved by placing the interviewer alongside the camera

· Change screen direction for variety when editing

· Use a mike on a boom if possible (keep it out of shot!!!!!)
· Use natural backlighting – don’t have your interviewee squinting
· Try to pick a quiet location -- you don't want to hear horns honking or wind blowing when a person is trying to talk. 
· Make sure you have a spare battery

· Don’t speak over the top of the interviewee – it’s too hard to edit out

When editing your vox pops – make sure they have PACE and make sense. Don’t overuse vox pops in your documentary. 
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