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BACKGROUND
Pathways to print in media studies

Real and relevant curriculum for 21st century learners

Media teachers Valerie Steel, from Nayland College, Stoke, Nelson, and Nigel Evans, from Logan Park High School, Dunedin (formerly Newspapers in Education Editor, The Dominion – The Evening Post, Wellington), describe how and why they developed these resource materials.

There is no single recipe or blueprint for how to design a media course. Pathways to Print shows how a long-established two-year print media production course works and how you can make a fresh start with limited resources.

The Circuit experience - The Nayland College Circuit model
Circuit was first published in 1979. The paper was initially produced by a group of students and teachers as an extra-curricular activity. In 1992 Valerie Steel took over the school’s journalism class, taking responsibility for the preparation of the paper, within the framework of a revised practical production Sixth Form Certificate course. 
Today Circuit is produced by classes at years 12 & 13 and goes out each term as a 24-page full-colour tabloid newspaper delivered to around 9000 homes in the local Nelson community.
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Past copies of Circuit can be obtained by sending a self-addressed A4 envelope to:

Valerie Steel

Nayland College

166 Nayland Rd

Stoke

NELSON
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The ‘Fresh Start’ experience

The drive to establish a journalism-media studies programme should be seen as part of a school-wide strategy to engage students in competency based and enterprise learning.

Ideally, the teacher-in-charge will have assessed the resource implications of starting such a programme and understood the need to present a development plan to the school leadership team and board of trustees which maps assessment requirements in relation to technology needs and also sets a realistic budget that will properly resource teaching and learning and allow students to achieve excellence.

If you decide to put out a regular publication (newspaper or magazine) you will need to consider all cost implications and establish a workable publication cycle that acknowledges all your other teaching responsibilities and extra-curricula commitments. Walk slowly during the first phase of establishing a new programme. Set modest and realistic publication goals. Consider alternative web-based digital publishing options.
Rationale

Why get into print?

Circuit provides a real context for learners to develop key competencies.

Rich tasks help students to:
· manage self and relate to others as they put out a print publication;
· participate in an “industrial” process that mirrors news media professional practice;
· contribute to an enterprise venture;   
· think through all the stages of the publication process – identifying newsworthy story ideas, gathering information, researching, interviewing, writing and crafting news reports and features and visualising the design of the finished product, selling advertising etc; 
· become active, informed and responsible citizens who are in touch with their community and aware of current issues. 
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“I don’t see my role as training journalists although increasingly I’m finding former students turning up in media roles.  Kids gain heaps: they gain in confidence and skills and they enjoy being involved in something real, that’s seen as quality.  They become more aware of the news, more critical readers and watchers, and along the way we have time to talk about issues and ideas.  It’s a pretty open sort of environment. There’s room for everyone, and each year there’s a new team that brings its own flavour to the publication.” 
Valerie Steel (Teacher)

Who needs to get into print?

Recruit the right/write students.

· Students need to be above average in English or have well-developed skills in related fields such as art, photography or computer graphics and design.  
· They need to be writers and readers, who have achieved the English writing standards 1.1 (Creative writing) and 1.2 (Formal writing), preferably with merit or excellence.
· They need to be self-motivated, curious and interested in the wider world.
· They must be well organised, know how to meet deadlines and show initiative.
· They need to be team players who know how to take responsibility and willingly share tasks to meet production deadlines.

“Students who opt into a course like this need to enjoy writing because so much of their time involves writing stories – otherwise the whole thing becomes a chore.  I identify and shoulder-tap good writers from Year 11 English and encourage them in to Journalism – sometimes it’s not an option they have considered.  Social skills are also important – they need to feel confident about talking to strangers, although this is a skill they develop within the course.”  
Valerie Steel (Teacher)
This is the ideal scenario but open-entry policies may mean less able writers will opt for journalism-media studies. In these circumstances, teachers need to design highly structured tasks that will fire the enthusiasm of unmotivated and possibly unskilled or unwilling students. 

“Quickly achievable tasks that can be completed in class time, combat procrastination and help students build confidence. Fast and furious approaches to news gathering, using in-class press conferences and interview opportunities with, for example, community leaders, school sports stars and Rockquest bands or stage challenge performers, will allow students to complete requirements inside tight deadlines and to meet unit standard requirements. Don’t expect all students to be able to identify a story subject and then set up and conduct an interview without teacher support. Initially the teacher may have to do all, or at least some of the leg work. Try to simulate the industrial pressures of deadline-driven journalism in your classroom.”  

Nigel Evans (Teacher)
What do they write about?
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All stories are based on taped interviews and students are encouraged to generate their own ideas for subjects and stories.  All are destined for Circuit so they all must choose different topics.

We start in Yr 12 with profiles – stories about people.  These are the most straightforward to begin with, as the students can base then on a single interview.  Subjects can include (from within the school) new teachers, student leaders, new students, international students, coaches etc and (beyond school) former students, artists, sports people, community leaders, business people.

In their choice of subject, students start at their own comfort level as they adjust to the challenges of interviewing. Most subjects enjoy talking about themselves so this is usually a positive experience, even for shy students.

They continue to write profiles over the 2 years and these make up the bulk of stories in Circuit – students progress beyond stories about their peers and teachers to interviewing visiting performers, writers and politicians, and at level 3 they are required to write an extended feature profile (for US 10827 Write features).

News stories are the other form they all need to master – initially using the classic inverted pyramid shape to cover school events and local happenings or travel and sports stories.  Because we publish just once a term, it’s a bit of a stretch to find sufficient topics to allow all students experience in writing several, which results in some having to make the most of “the new hall curtains” or “the refurbishing of the school foyer”.  They need at least two for US 10820 News Stories.  As a rule the year 12 class covers all the news stories throughout the year, after the first term, and the better writers may go on to tackle a more narrative style.   

Features figure prominently at year 13 – they need to write extended articles on issues for US 10827.  Topics can range from the topical and serious (new motorway proposals, local refugees, problem gambling) through conditions such as autism, bulimia, or teenage pregnancy, to more light-hearted options - like keeping geckos!  These can form the basis for their media product for AS 90765 Design and produce a media product and evaluate the process used to create the product. It can be used for AS 90282 Use technology in media production and also gain them credit for US 10827 Write features, normally part of the Level 3 course.   

Opinion pieces are usually the province of the more experienced year 13 writers who provide the editorials, reviews (for US 10828 Write a variety of stories for print), and columns – kids love writing, and reading columns, but only the sharpest are worth printing.
Where to locate print production teams

A dedicated space with ICT resources to enable students to meet qualifications requirements is essential. Ideally this space should include:
· An office area in which to hold editorial meetings and conduct interviews.
· Secure storage to enable students and teachers to have access to resources.
· A telephone to enable students to make appointments with interview subjects, gather information for news reports and features and contact advertisers.


· Portable handheld standard cassette tape recorders to enable students to record interviews to source news reports and features.
· Digital cameras to enable students to capture images to illustrate news reports and features.
· Access to a scanner to allow scanning of graphics, advert logos and supplied photographs (e.g. to illustrate travel stories).
· Computer hardware to enable students to research, write, design and publish a newspaper or magazine.  (Circuit uses a suite of 23 eMacs loaded with text and publishing software – it also has ready access to a Fuji Xerox Document Centre C204 full colour copier).
· A data projector is an invaluable tool, particularly useful for demonstrating production procedures to the whole class  (such as how to process photos for publication in Photoshop, how to use PageMaker to layout a page).  If they have access to computers, they can follow on their own desktops, using their own photos, stories etc. 



· Software to enable students to research, write and publish a newspaper or magazine. To achieve, students must show competence in the use of publishing software and use technology to perform a range of tasks. To achieve excellence they must be able to show they can show mastery of a range of advanced tasks in media production, expertly using sophisticated software applications and other technologies – so Microsoft Publisher will not enable this level of achievement.
To professionally print a publication and meet achievement standards requirements, students will need:

· Word processing applications such as Apple Works, TextEdit or Microsoft Word.
· Web browser such as Firefox or Safari.
· Email.
· Adobe Photoshop.
· Publishing programmes such as Adobe PageMaker or Adobe InDesign.

How to publish, teach and assess at the same time.

. . . and stay sane along the way!
Make your course production-based
The work students do, has to have a real context.   

· Plan your course outline around the publication dates.  
· Use calendars and wall maps to chart the process and your progress.  
· Start with selling / designing adverts, then writing stories, taking photographs and producing graphics, subbing, layout, proofing.
· Deadlines are critical (and all writing unit standards are dependant on students meeting these for credit).  
· Production is a team process - those who don’t meet deadlines hold up others. 

Insist on quality
It costs as much to print a substandard paper as a quality one.
Content
I always say at the beginning of the year “we don’t publish crap.”  

Design
Keep it simple then get it designed (I used a Year 13 Art Design student to come up with Circuit’s look as a Bursary brief.  He got 84 percent and we got a new look.)
“For students, the learning is in the process but the satisfaction is in the product.” Valerie Steel (Teacher)
Stay independent
Retain ‘ownership’ of the publication.

Avoid being cast in any PR role:  you can’t tell ‘real stories’ if the boss sees your publication as a way to glorify the school.  If it’s a good publication it’ll do that anyway.

Don’t take unsolicited submissions from:

· the principal (“How about including the summary from the ERO report?”)

· or teachers / departments / coaches (some see the paper as an opportunity to promote their activities).
· or kids even (mawkish verse and clunky stories).  
If you have a policy that excludes all submissions from outside the journalism class, then you don’t have to debate individual approaches.  If the topic is real and worth a story, the journalism students can always follow it up themselves
As editor, Yr 13 student Tim reviews the paper’s progress.





Yr 13 student Michael transcribes quotes from his taped interview.





Yr 12 student Tameka contacts an advertiser about copy requirements.








Teacher Valerie Steel uses a data projector to demonstrate layout options.








Nayland students celebrate Circuit’s success in the national school newspaper awards.
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