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PATHWAYS TO PRINT - ASSESSMENT

Assessment principles
formative – feedback – feed forward – achieve 

Assessment should not drive the course.
The focus of the course is on the process and the product.  

Assessment tasks are based on real activities.  

(Real interviews, stories for publication, photos to accompany, layout of real pages).
Assessment is cyclical throughout the year.  

Unlike other subjects which progress through a timeline which allocates separate internal assessment activities to specific times of the year, the practical production nature of a print journalism course requires greater flexibility.

Material for assessment for credit is submitted when students have mastered the skills required. 
Not everything they do needs to be formally assessed.

Assessment practice

Assessment should be real.  You shouldn’t need to dream up tasks and tests outside of what they are doing.  Each term’s work gives students opportunities to develop the skills required to successfully complete the assessments for the standards covered in the course.  For example if they write two stories per term they will conduct interviews for these, which may be assessed for 10819 and produce stories, which may go towards 10820 (and photos for 10822).  They don’t need to submit every story (or tape or photo) for assessment each time but every one will be used in the publication.

This assessment of ‘real stuff’ also obviates authenticity problems – when you show students exemplars to illustrate the standard required, there’s no way they can use this material derivatively – every subject, every story is original – it certainly makes ‘marking’ more interesting too! 

Formative work.  While all students will submit interview tapes and stories in Term 1, for many students these will be formative assessments - the feedback will show them what they need to do to reach the standard required.  They will continue to conduct new interviews and write new stories throughout the year as they contribute to the newspaper, so there will be naturally occurring opportunities to develop their skills until they are at a stage where they have reached the standard required for credit.

Be flexible – they won’t all submit items (tapes/stories/photos/layout) at the same time.  For your own sanity you can signal set times that suit you for marking but allow them to submit work for whatever standard they have completed at that point.

Use a task sheet that shows them the Perfomance Critera (for unit standards) with tick boxes alongside to show up the areas they have mastered or that need work. Use annotated exemplars to show what is acceptable and what’s not. These are examples but you need to develop your own authentic assessment practice. 
Resubmissions.  If minor editing would allow a student to reach the standard for a story, then give a class period to correct their writing.  If it still doesn’t come up to scratch, have them file it as formative.  The cyclical nature of the course allows frequent future opportunities to write another piece.  Later in the year they will come back to these earlier efforts and marvel at how far they have come.
Paperwork: give students access to task sheets, coversheets, layout dummy sheets and any other assessment paperwork  – either digitally on a network for them to print out when required, or as paper printouts in a folder.  This way they can be responsible for managing their own submissions when they are ready. 
Cross-credit their work where possible.  For example the stories they write for US 10820 can be based on the interviews they do for US 10819 and together with the photos they take for US 10822, can all be used as material for the media studies achievement standard AS 90765 (Design and produce a media product).

Make assessment judgements as straightforward as possible.
E.g. for AS 90282  (Using media technology) 

Decide on a baseline for what they need to do for credit (e.g. layout an A3 page in columns using graphics and text).

Then create an exhaustive checklist of the possible activities or processes that they could be expected to cover.

Possible checklist could include:
· placed and arranged text in even columns
· used ruler guides to line up text

· used tracking variation where necessary to fit text

· added rotated text for photo credits

· added keylines to photos 

· used screened boxes behind text

· took a well-composed and focused digital image
· used breakout quotes correctly

· produced own advertisement

· created a folder containing all component links in correct format.

The list needs to be comprehensive enough to cover anything they might do.  Then decide on mastery of how many activities or processes constitute merit and how many for excellence (e.g. I require 8 for merit and 12 for excellence).

Make marking US 10818 manageable
“At the start of the year the students get an assignment package, which consists of a coversheet containing the requirements for the 3 elements, and a series of ruled up pages with spaces where they can fill in the details for the required 30 people and 20 events.  

Then throughout the year we have weekly (each Friday) 5-question current events tests.  I write these – (I used to get the kids to write and mark them, but often their idea of newsworthiness was usually limited to celebrities, weather, crime and scandals) - they’re quick to compile and cover the major news happenings since the last test.  

I collect them in and mark them quickly – or they mark their own - and I go over with them the answers, expand on the events and answer queries they may have.  This all just takes about 10 minutes at the start of the Friday period.  The emphasis is on broadening the students’ knowledge rather than ‘testing’ them – I don’t record what they get.  They can then use the details from these tests to fill in their assignment sheets.  I collect these in at the end of each term and check off their progress.

For Element 3, they each take an issue early in the year (we draw up a list covering a range of national and international issues) and are responsible for following it as the year progresses.  Towards the end of Term 3 they have to prepare a written summary of their topic, plus 5 questions and accompanying short answers based on their summary.  They type these up and I collate all the summaries and print out a copy of the whole collection for each student.  

I then use their question/answers (edited where necessary) to compile an ‘exam’, which they all sit in the school’s ‘exam week at the end of Term 3’.  They get 2 hours, in which they have to successfully answer 3/5 questions for each of 10 topics to complete the requirements of the standard.”  
Valerie Steel (Teacher)
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