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‘CLOSE READING SEMINAR’ Teaching and Delivery

UNIT PLAN

	Learning intentions

I am learning to . . .
	Processes / Activities / Strategies

	Success criteria
How do students know they have achieved success?


	· Students identify terminology and develop their vocabulary.
	Establish what vocabulary expertise the students bring with them – prior knowledge. The information drawn from this survey will allow student and teacher to see where the gaps exist in the knowledge of terminology. 
Further teaching of terminology may be necessary. Some ways to do this are included below. A good link is http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/
Use Handout 1 - Prior knowledge survey.
Strategies to introduce students to new vocabulary

Over the next few lessons, using a series of scenes students will have the ability to expand their vocabulary and display their understanding of these terms and their application. 
An appropriate order would be:

Handout 2 to 8 - Terminology flash cards 

Handout 9 - Telephone Whispers 

Handout 10  - Mix ‘n’ match exercise


	· I can co-operate with others to complete the task.
· I can identify elements and describe the effect of these elements.
 

	Learning intentions

I am learning to . . .
	Processes / Activities / Strategies

	Success criteria
How do students know they have achieved success?


	· Students practise applying knowledge.
	Students will now have the chance to put into practice the knowledge gained through close reading a number of scenes.
These, initially, will be peer/group activities. They will also be given feedback on their understanding. Choose appropriate scenes with many elements.

Use:

Handout 11 - Co-operative close reading
Handout 12 - Prompts to elicit student response

	· I have viewed a number of scenes from films and I can use my knowledge of film language to identify elements, use examples and describe the effect of these elements.


	· Students work through model responses.


	Model response analysis
The Teacher works through model responses, teaching the students both what to talk about and how to deliver it in a seminar. Two short films are suggested here – but the scenes and activities can of course be selected and adapted for your own students. 

The more practice the students get the better equipped they will be to give their seminar. 

Show the clip from O Tamaiti (opening scene). Use the model response provided in a number of ways and work through from teacher provided responses at first to student-generated responses as they become more familiar with what is needed. 
	· I can identify what is needed to describe, explain and analyse in my seminar.
· I can identify elements in the model that describe explain and analyse.


	Learning intentions

I am learning to . . .
	Processes / Activities / Strategies

	Success criteria
How do students know they have achieved success?


	
	· Use Breaking down the standard pages 12 and 13 to identify what the students must do to achieve AS 90277.
· Identify what the words of the standard mean and what an example could be (describe/explain/analyse) -The teacher provides the first examples from the model response.

· Students then identify examples of achieved, merit and excellence from the model answer.

Other useful activities:

· Cut up parts of model answer and get them to put it back together in an order  (A, M, E) – justifying why they have done it that way.

· Give them useful sentence stems to start an analysis sentence.

· In groups they push an achieved level response to a merit and excellence.

There are helpful suggestions about using exemplar in the Beacon Schools background notes
Handout 19 – The assessment activity process
Students then individually or in pairs to complete Handout 14 - Student Task Sheet – Avondale Dogs: Pigeon shooting scene

	· I can identify elements in the model that could be used to improve my own responses.
· I can use the teacher feedback to improve my own answer.


	Learning intentions

I am learning to . . .
	Processes / Activities / Strategies

	Success criteria
How do students know they have achieved success?


	
	Teacher will elicit responses from the student and then model their own response. Students can then improve their responses using Handout 15 - Answers for Handout 14.
Teacher gives feedback to students as to the level of response.

There are helpful suggestions about giving feedback in the Beacon Schools background notes
Stills from the film are also provided as stimulus for student discussion. You could use these for group speaking practice for the seminar – students would describe/explain and analyse one of the stills with a partner. They could then tell their partner’s response to another pair. Use Handout16 - Avondale Dogs: Stills from the pigeon scene.

	

	Learning intentions

I am learning to . . .
	Processes / Activities / Strategies

	Success criteria
How do students know they have achieved success?


	· Students prepare their own seminar.
	The task is distributed to students and selection of film/scene for close reading is made. Use Handout 17 - Practical assessment task.
 At this stage, it is important for the teacher to discuss appropriateness of student’s choice.
Students prepare for seminar developing material and identifying key features and their effect in creating meaning.  They fill the key features/examples and effects into a table, included in Handout 17 - Practical assessment task.
Teachers should regularly liaise with students to ensure they are on the right track. This may include students practicing a part of their delivery and the teacher giving verbal feedback.

The student should show the teacher their planning chart.
	· I have identified 4 appropriate elements to discuss in my seminar.
· I can explain the scene’s relevance and purpose in relation to the film as a whole.

· Where appropriate I have identified features that are recognisable as common to the filmmaker or genre. 



	Learning intentions

I am learning to . . .
	Processes / Activities / Strategies

	Success criteria
How do students know they have achieved success?


	· Students present seminar.
	Students undertake assessment activity. As each student delivers their seminar, their peers are preparing feedback; actively ‘reading’ as well.

The teacher will ask open questions use examples from 90277 practical assessment – schedule to elicit more accurate or higher level responses.
	· I have presented my seminar to my peers.


	· Students evaluate their work.
	Post-activity evaluation takes place. Use Handout 20 - Student evaluation for end of unit.

	· I understand how I received my grade.




Breaking down Achievement Standard 2.2 90277 Version 2
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence



	· Describe how elements of media language contribute to meaning in unfamiliar media text.
	· Explain how elements of media language contribute to meaning in unfamiliar media text.
	· Analyse how elements of media language contribute to meaning in unfamiliar media text.



Vocabulary you need to understand:

DESCRIBE

Means ‘what’ something is and how you would recognise it. In order to describe you need to state the features or characteristics of something.  Give an example.
EXPLAIN 

Means “how and/or why” something is used.  In order to explain you need to state the purpose and/or effect of something.

ANALYSE

Means “so what”. You use the explanation to go beyond the text to look at the bigger picture.  You could do any of these: compare, contrast, connect, conclude, interpret, show impact or significance, discuss consequences, discuss positive and negative aspects.

ELEMENT

A part or feature of media language.
Media language is the techniques and the interaction of these techniques used to communicate with an audience and make meaning. For example in film lighting, shots, sound.

MEANING

Meaning is the effect created and may include: Character, mood, construction of the story, style.
Both filmmakers and audiences create meaning in film (audiences ‘read’ film and make their own meaning when they watch the film

NOTE: The number of elements you are expected to know will depend on the assessment task you have been set.

See evidence from 2006 Moderator’s report for examples of achieved merit and excellence answers.
	Achievement


	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence


	DESCRIBE
· Name the element
· Define it
· Give an example and show what meaning is created i.e. to what effect is the element used?

	EXPLAIN
Do as for achievement and:
· Give reasons how/why this element is used to create meaning. 


	ANALYSE
Do as for merit and:
Analyse by:

· Making assumptions about the film maker’s purpose for using elements in combination 

e.g. 

to shape the viewers’ emotional response   

to create atmosphere

to show character

to construct a story

and/or

· Make connections with way elements of media language have been used in the wider film. 

and/or

· Make connections with the style of this director.
and/or

·  Make connections with other films of this genre.
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