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‘MAD ABOUT MAGS’ ASSESSMENT

Formative

The unit includes a number of formative activities.  We found that after we did the first one, where we looked at one small section of a possible question (see Handout 5 - Practice Answering Questions) that it was much easier to do the bigger formative assessment activity (see Handout 11 - Essay practice)
We designed the first activity to break it down into pieces that students could handle, that gave them success because it was drawing on information they had already learnt and gave them an exemplar answer that they could use as a model for their own. Most students had no problem completing this first formative activity.
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We tried to get the students to check their own answers by using a checklist of items. We went over this in class first, then had the students help each other by marking each other’s answers using the check list.  

Some found this a bit too easy, but many students did like the step-by-step process.

“I think that the work we did really made it clear what was expected for the final assessment.  I felt like I had a sort of checklist in my head that I could follow and that made sense.  I think it was learning to be really detailed that helped…not just being very general.  I really like having the booklets to refer back to because they had specific details in them and I could revise these and then refer to the magazine and then use that to help me answer.” (Student feedback)  

The formative activity Handout 11 - Essay practice could be broken down into a number of separate activities that each have feedback in class.   It was designed so that each part of the question firstly had a template for gathering notes.  This could be done as a pair activity and students could discuss the answers as a class before moving on. This is then followed by a space to write these up as an answer, which could then be an individual activity from the notes.  A possible marking checklist is given for each section so that students could help answer their own.  We were rather pressed for time at the end and this was not done fully and a number of students commented on the desire to have more feedback on this. 

“All I want to know is what I have to do in our end of year exam.” 

(Student feedback)

Sometimes we worry that our students are only worried about the assessment but many of them feel a lot happier when they feel they have the tools to be able to answer the questions, when they aren’t such a mystery to them. See the Beacon school background notes for a rational for formative practices such as self and peer assessment, questioning and use of exemplar material.

Summative 

Tips for the exam 

1. Go over past papers with the students.  We did not print out copies of these but we did show them how to access these on the NCEA website and showed the marking schedules and examiners reports. 

2. Go through the Breaking down the Standard 90276 2.1 version 3 sheet with them, so they know the words of the standard and what is expected of them.

3. Give them a list of things they must know:

· Names of magazines.

· Three features of the each magazine’s audience.

· Three ways the audience is measured.

· What they measure.

· How they measure it.

· How the information is used.

· Three ways that the magazine appeals to the audience.

· Three ways that the audience and the magazine are related (are linked together by money).

· Why this relationship is important.

4. Remind students they MUST have actual examples – names of articles, coverlines, statistics about the audience, examples of changes in the magazine.  Refer back to their booklets and their actual magazine.

5. Remind students they must be able to talk about at least TWO different magazines.

6. Tell students to answer EVERY question.

Links to exams assessment reports and schedules

Go to;

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/assessment/search.do?query=media+studies&view=achievements&level=02
to find the following for Achievement standard 90276 2.1 version 3

· Assessment specifications (REMEMBER: the assessment specifications change every year and are an indication of what will be examined in that year)

· Past External exam papers

· Reports 

· Judgment statements and assessment schedules

Evaluation

At the end of some lessons we used the lesson evaluation sheet (next page) to check how well the students had understood what had been taught, so we could re-visit sections that were not clear to them. I wouldn’t advise doing this all the time, but is useful to confirm that things are going okay. 

Lesson evaluation sheet

1. What do you think was the purpose of yesterday’s lesson?

	

	


2. List three things that you learnt yesterday.

	

	

	


3. What haven’t you understood or are confused about?

	

	


4. What was one thing the teacher did that helped you learn?

	

	


5. What could be improved next time?

	

	


6. Did the lesson achieve the purpose you discussed in question one?

	

	


Student Exemplars
Exemplar One
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 3
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