Media Studies Beacon resource material
PAGE FOR TEACHER USE

Media Studies Beacon resource material
PAGE FOR TEACHER USE


Representations of youth Background

Rationale

Auckland media teachers Milton Henry from Selwyn College and Shannon Nelson from Mount Roskill Grammar School describe how and why they developed these resource materials.
We wanted to focus on New Zealand youth. We wanted to enable our students [from diverse communities] to focus on the representations of themselves in texts that are aimed at them.
We believe that Media Studies has an obligation to critique the society and world we live in. This is at the core of our unit.

The texts we have chosen reflect a range and mix of New Zealand youth, through time. The unit requires teachers to include at least one text that is relevant to their own communities encouraging a reading of a variety of New Zealand youth identities.

The texts

New Zealand Film Archive text - Representations of New Zealand Youth in Film and Television 1912-2003
Archival film and TV texts help students consider the historical variations in representations of New Zealand youth. It is important to return to these texts throughout the unit. They are freely available through the ON Disk programme at 

www.filmarchive.org.nz/education/ondisk.html
Tearaway

Tearaway is widely available in schools and is specifically targeted at teenagers. It sets itself up as the “Voice of New Zealand youth”. Tearaway has a broad base. It is accessible, and is an ideal publication when looking at youth.

 www.tearaway.co.nz
The New Zealand Herald

The New Zealand HHH n nxc b cerald provides useful comparison material as it has a much narrower range of representations, predominantly bad news or more rarely good news. It is not a primary text, but is important in terms of offering students access to a differing representation because of the medium.
www.nzherald.co.nz
Community text

A school prospectus or yearbook is a great way to focus students in on themselves. It is specific to them and allows them to critique themselves at deep levels. We want teachers to develop their own resources based on their own communities. Another school in the trial chose to use the television show School Rules TV3 (2002). Extracts can be found on New Zealand Film Archive - Representations of New Zealand Youth  DVD.

Community texts are easily and usually freely available. They allow teacher initiative, and encourage student engagement.
The teacher notes are intended only as a guide. You should adapt or change where needed. You will know what best suits the students you teach. These notes are for teacher use only.

Teacher evaluation for future planning

This unit was exciting to teach. Student engagement was high. The students felt like the work was organized and felt lessons would be predictable and have high output levels.

Time is always a constraint so a selection of activities could be needed. 

Evaluation of the unit in a student focus group was very valuable – getting the students feedback has informed our planning for next time.

Make explicit to the students the link between the different activities and the Achievement Standard. It is important to keep coming back to the Achievement Standard.

“Only at the end of the topic did we really keep making links to representations fitting into society.”  (Elena – student) 
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