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‘UP UP AND AWAY’ Assessment

Rationale

The entire module is seen as a formative experience for students to prepare for senior media. There are opportunities for students to work individually and in groups to create work.  
An assessment criterion accompanies two tasks – the process log and the production task. Both criteria were devised using standard based assessment indicators (in preparation for senior media) and range from Not Achieved through to Excellence. ‘Nearly Achieved’ has been added to soften the range for junior students.

Example:
Assessment Schedule: Production task

Not achieved
Your planning was inadequate, your team work was poor, and your film has little evidence of a coherent story.
Nearly Achieved
Your planning shows effort, you have a good approach to team work and your film begins to show a story developing.
Achieved
Your planning was effective, your team worked well together, and your film has a story and a clear indication of the genre you chose.
Merit
As with Achieved, plus the film uses a variety of shot sizes to tell the story and creates an atmosphere/mood.
Excellence
As with Merit, plus the film shows thought and care about achieving an interesting, original film that impresses the audience with its ideas and techniques. 
Key competencies

The production task schedule incorporates skills in film production such as shot choice, group work, and an awareness of the genre. Students have the opportunity to access and use the key competencies:

· managing self - organising the production process,
· relating to others - working in a group,
· participating and contributing - working in a group,
· thinking - reflecting on the film making process in reflective log,
· using language, symbols, and texts - identifying and using media language to create media text.
Ways to deal with production
I have included a detailed description of how to deal with production work – see Handout 16 -  Working with Cameras.  This gives guidance on working with equipment and handling common production issues.
Evaluation

Teacher reflection
The following are comments made by Nici Green, a teacher who trialled the module with her Year 10 Media class.

“This was a well structured module that I really enjoyed teaching and that has been well received by the students. Students have a wide knowledge of this genre generally, as many recent movies have been released that fit these conventions, e.g. Superman, X Men 3, The Fantastic Four, Electra, etc… Students are therefore able to understand the introduction of key ideas and terms relating to Genre, such as symbolic, narrative, sound, film, editing and lighting codes and conventions. Introducing this terminology and related concepts helps scaffold learning for later years.

The module is structured so that there is a basic skeleton that follows the key ideas, but you can adapt and develop personal areas of interest both of the teacher, or students. Students feel they can own the module by directing an additional film for close reading or comprehension.”  
Student reflection
Students completed Handout 20 - Evaluation of the Module and provided the following comments:

The rewards I expect from having successfully completed this module is/are:

· I had personal satisfaction.  My group and I are proud of our film we made in this module.

· Being able to provide a well-orientated film with effective shot transition.

· Knowing the basics of making a film with effective shot transitions.

· Learned more about film techniques, learned more about the different genres.
The most important things I have learned in this module are:

· I have learnt a lot about continuity and working with a large group who have different ideas.
· A better understanding of shots and how to use them.
· A lot of teamwork and lots of special moments to make movies and be creative.
· How to co operate with a large team who all have different viewpoints and the dimensions of the superhero genre.
Final comment is:

· I really enjoyed this module especially the making of our final film.  I think this module is effective and fun because it requires you to use your imagination.
Some students also were interviewed by an independent interviewer and commented on how they enjoyed learning the conventions and making the film.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College. Maddi Strom.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College. Soloman Mortimer and Rory Barkla. 
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College. Maddi Storm and Petra Millington-Leary.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College. Kester Panting and Thomas Bannister. 
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College. 

Jose Wong Alburqueque and Tobias Croydon-McRae.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College. James Palalagi.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College.

Celeste Matthewson and Ellen Moorhead.
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2006 Year 10 Western Springs College.

Andrew Lavich and Jade Elliot-Neilson.
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